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MEASURING DEVICE FOR USE BY
FISHERMEN

Fisherman Who ?sh at the beach often search for clams
and collect muscles as they Wait for ?sh to strike at the bait.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

of both ?sh and shell?sh. The measurement devices used to
measure shell?sh are quite different than those used to
measure ?sh. Shell?sh are not measured by their length.
Measuring scales for shell?sh contain apertures for measur

In such a manner, a ?sherman can return home With a catch

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention relates to measurement devices for

measuring ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh. More particularly,
inform a ?sherman as to Whether a ?sh, crustacean or 10

ing the girth of the shells of the different species. As a result,
a length measuring device designed for measuring ?sh is not
very useful in measuring the girth of shell?sh.

2. Description of the Prior Art
There are many federal, state and local laWs and regula
tions that limit the siZe of ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh that
can be caught by a ?sherman. The purpose of placing limits

A need therefore eXists in the art for a measuring device
that can be used by ?shermen that quickly and easily can be
used to measure many different species of ?sh, crustaceans
and shell?sh. This need is met by the present invention as
described and claimed beloW.

the present invention relates to measurement scales that

shell?sh is larger than the legal siZe permissible for capture.

15

on the siZe of different species is to ensure that juvenile
animals are not harvested before they have been given a
chance to reproduce. This ensures that the population of the
various ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh Will not be depleted to

a point Where that species Will become endangered.
The legal siZe limit for different species of sea life vary
from species to species. Fish are typically measured by the

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

20

The present invention is a measuring device for measur
ing aquatic creatures such as ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh.
The measuring device includes a planar element having an
elongated body that eXtends betWeen tWo ends. At least one

marking is disposed on the elongated body betWeen the tWo
ends. Apredetermined distance eXists betWeen each marking

length of there bodies betWeen their nose and tail. Different

species of ?sh have different minimum acceptable lengths.

and one of the ends. Each predetermined distance corre
Crustaceans such as lobsters and crabs are measured in 25 sponds to the legal minimum length of at least one species
different Ways. Lobsters are measured from the collar of the
of ?sh.

neck to the tip of the tail. Crabs are measured by the Width
of their shells. Different species of crabs have different
acceptable minimum shell siZes.
Shell?sh, such as clams, scallops, muscles and the like are
measured by either the Width, thickness or girth of their
shells, depending upon the species of shell?sh and the local

Protrusions eXtend from the elongated body of the planar
30

able length of either a crustacean or a shell?sh. As such, the
present invention measuring device can be utiliZed as a

regulations. HoWever, commonly if the shells of the shell?sh
can be passed through an aperture of a predetermined
diameter, then they are too small to harvest.

yes/no gauge for a plurality of different species of ?sh,
35

When a ?sherman goes to the beach and ?shes or goes to
a lake to ?sh, that ?sherman never knoWs What kind of

species of ?sh he/she Will catch. A?sherman must therefore
have the ability to measure that ?sh and determine if that ?sh

meets the legal length limit. In the prior art, there have been
many measurement devices designed for ?shermen. Such
prior art devices are exempli?ed by US. Pat. No. 5,097,617
to Craven, entitled Apparatus For Measuring Fish; US. Pat.
No. 5,339,532 to O’Keefe, entitled Fish Length Measuring
Device; and US. Pat. No. 5,228,226 to Porosky.
Although such prior art measurement devices give a
?sherman the ability to measure different ?sh, such prior art

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the present invention, ref
erence is made to the folloWing description of an eXemplary

embodiment thereof, considered in conjunction With the

accompanying draWings, in Which:
45

?sh With nets from ships often net numerous crustaceans

FIG. 1 is a side vieW of one preferred embodiment of a

measuring device in accordance With the present invention;
FIG. 2 is side vieW of the embodiment of FIG. 1 shoWn
in conjunction With a ?sh to illustrate a method of use;

devices are not designed to accommodate crustaceans or

man Will often reel in a lobster or a crab that has snagged on

crustaceans and shell?sh Without the need for adjustment. A
?sherman can therefore catch many different species of ?sh,
crustaceans and shell?sh and check the legal siZe of those
animals With only a single gauge.

40

FIG. 3 is side vieW of the embodiment of FIG. 1 shoWn

shell?sh. When a ?sherman ?shes at the beach, the ?sher

the bait. If the ?sherman had a prior art measuring device,
the ?sherman Would not be able to accurately determine if
the crustacean is of a legal siZe. Similarly, ?sherman Who

element. A predetermined distance eXists betWeen each
protrusion and one of the ends of the planar element. The
predetermined distance corresponds to the minimum accept

in conjunction With a lobster to illustrate a method of use;
FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the embodiment of FIG. 1 shoWn
in conjunction With a crab to illustrate a method of use; and
FIG. 5 is a side vieW of the embodiment of FIG. 1 shoWn
55 in conjunction With a clam to illustrate a method of use.

along With ?sh. The ?sherman must then have different
measurement scales to determine if the ?sh and crustaceans
are legal catches.
Fish and crustaceans that are pulled from the Water must
be measured and returned to the Water rapidly so that the
creatures do not die or otherWise become injured. Measuring

devices must therefore be easy and quick to use. Many prior
art measurement devices require that the measurement

device be adjusted for each different species of ?sh.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention is a measuring device that is
60

capable of measuring ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh. The
measuring device is designed to measure the most com

monly caught ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh in a particular
region of the World. As such, the design of the present
invention measuring device Would vary from region to
region. By Way of example, an embodiment is described that

Obviously, such measurement devices are not useful for net 65
is for use With ?sherman Who ?sh in the Atlantic ocean from
?shermen Who catch a large number of ?sh at the same time
the north easter section of the United States. The ?sh
and the species of ?sh caught are Widely varied.
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indigenous to such ?sherman include blue ?sh, ?ounder, sea
bass and the like. Crustaceans indigenous to the selected
Waters include lobsters and a variety of different edible
crabs. The most prominent edible shell?sh indigenous to the
selected Waters includes clams and muscles. Accordingly,
the present invention measuring device as described Will
have the ability to quickly and easily measure the above
mentioned ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh.
Referring to FIG. 1, there is shoWn a ?rst embodiment of
a measuring device 10 in accordance With the present
invention. The measuring device 10 has a body 12 that is a

legal minimum Widths of shell?sh and/or crustaceans such
as crabs. Since many marine areas are home to many

different species of crab, the distances betWeen ?ns is varied
to provide the legal minimum length for the most common
types of crabs. Indicia 28 is printed on the body 12 of the
measuring device 10 to inform a ?sherman Which type of
crab should be measured betWeen the various ?ns. Referring

10

generally planar element With a peripheral edge formed into

returned to the Water.

the shape of a ?sh. In the shoWn embodiment, the displayed
?sh is a shark, hoWever, other types of ?sh can also be

selected. Regardless of the ?sh shape selected, it is preferred

15

that the ?sh have a dorsal ?n 14, a pectoral ?n 16, a pelvic
?n 18 and a tail ?n 20. As Will be explained, the spacing
betWeen various ?ns and reference points are used as
measurement scales for different types of ?sh, crustaceans
and shell?sh.
The body 12 of the measurement device 10 has a maxi
mum length L1 as measured from the tip of the nose of the
displayed ?sh to the tail ?n 20 of the displayed ?sh. The
maximum length L1 is selected to match the minimum legal

length of the largest species of ?sh likely to be caught. For

Again returning to FIG. 1, it can be seen that apertures 40,
42 are formed through the body 12 of the measuring device
10. The apertures 40, 42 each have a predetermined diameter
D1, D2. In the shoWn embodiment, a large aperture 40 is
provided for clams. A smaller aperture 42 is provided for
muscles. Additional apertures can be provided for any
species of shell?sh that is measured by the girth of its shell.
Additionally, measured lengths such as the length L5 of the
tail ?n 20 and the length L6 betWeen the shark’s teeth can
also be used to measure the length and Width of shell?sh.
Referring to FIG. 5, it can be seen that to measure shell?sh

25

example, if in a particular body of Water a ?sh With the
largest minimum is a ?sh With a fourteen inch minimum, the

34, the shell of the shell?sh 34 is passed through the
appropriately siZed aperture 40, 42. If the shell?sh 34 passes
through the aperture, the girth of the shell?sh 34 is beloW the
acceptable minimum and the shell?sh 34 must be returned to
the Water. If the shell?sh 34 can not be passed through the

maximum length L1 of the measuring device Will be Would
be fourteen inches.

appropriate aperture, then the girth of the shell?sh 34 is
above the acceptable minimum and the shell?sh can be kept.

Aplurality of markings 22 are positioned on the body 12

If a local regulation requires that a type of shell?sh be
measured by its Width or thickness, the shell?sh can be

of the measurement device 10. These markings 22 can be
disguised as gills or other natural occurring points on the
displayed ?sh. Each one of the markings 22 is a predeter

mined length from the end of the tail ?n 20. Each marking
22 corresponds to a predetermined minimum length of a ?sh.

to FIG. 4, it can be seen that a crab 33 is measured by placing
the crab betWeen adjacent ?ns that extend from the measur
ing device 10. If the crab 33 is Wider than the span betWeen
?ns, then the crab 33 can be kept. If the crab’s shell does not
extend betWeen the adjacent ?ns, then the crab 33 must be

35

Each of the markings 22 is identi?ed With an indicia 24 that

identify the species of ?sh corresponding to that marking.

placed betWeen the tail ?n 20 of the measuring device 20 or
in the teeth of the measuring device 10. The tail ?ns provide
a yes/no gauge for the Width of a shell?sh 34, While the teeth
provide a yes/no gauge for the thickness of a shell?sh.
From the above description, it can be seen that the present

Referring to FIG. 2, it can be seen that When a ?sh 30 is

invention measuring device is capable of measuring ?sh,

caught, the ?sh 30 is placed against the body 12 of the
measuring device 10. The tail ?n of the caught ?sh 30 is
aligned With the tail ?n 20 of the displayed ?sh. The length

crustaceans and shell?sh in a simple and rapid manner. A

of the ?sh 30 on the body 12 of the measuring device 20 is
then noted. If the length of the ?sh 30 is surpasses the
marking 22 for that species of ?sh, then the ?sh 30 surpasses
the legal limit and can be kept. Alternatively, if the ?sh 30
is shorter than the marking 22 for that species, the ?sh
should be immediately returned to the Water.

?sherman Would then only have to carry the measuring
device With him/her in order to measure most any creature
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present invention. A person skilled in the art can therefore
make numerous alterations and modi?cations to the shoWn

embodiment utiliZing functionally equivalent components to
those shoWn and described. All such modi?cations are
intended to be included Within the scope of the present

Returning to FIG. 1, it can be seen that a predetermined

length L2 exists betWeen the tip of the pectoral ?n 16 and the
tail ?n 20. The predetermined length L2 corresponds to the

invention as de?ned by the appended claims.
What is claimed is:

legal minimum length of a crustacean such as a lobster. The

1. A measuring device, comprising:
a planar element having an elongated body extending

tip of the pectoral ?n terminates With a small hooked
structure 26. When lobsters are caught, they are measured
from the collar of the neck to the tail. Referring to FIG. 3,
it can be seen that the hook structure 26 at the tip of the

in a given body of Water.
It Will be understood that the various ?gures described
above illustrate only a one preferred embodiment of the

55

pectoral ?n 16 is adapted to engage the collar of the lobster’s
neck. The lobster 31 is engaged by the hook structure 26 and
stretched toWard the tail ?n 20 of the measuring device 10.
If the tail of the lobster 31 surpasses the tail ?n 20 of the

betWeen tWo ends, Wherein one end of said elongated
body is shaped as a tail ?n, having an upper ?n and a
loWer ?n that are a predetermined distance apart, and

said predetermined distance corresponds to the mini
mum siZe of a sea creature selected from a group

consisting of ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh;

measuring device 10, then the lobster 31 is large enough to

at least one marking disposed on said elongated body

keep. If the lobster’s tail does not extend to the tail ?n 20 of
the measuring device 10, then the lobster 31 must be

betWeen said tWo ends, Wherein a ?rst distance exists
betWeen said at least one marking and a reference point

returned to the Water.

Returning to FIG. 1, it can be seen that predetermined

length L3, L4, L5 exist betWeen the tip of the various ?ns.

The predetermined lengths L3, L4, L5, correspond to the

65

that corresponds to a legal minimum length of at least
one species of ?sh; and
at least one protrusion extending from said elongated
body betWeen said tWo ends, Wherein a second distance

5,970,620
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exists between said at least one protrusion and a

reference point that corresponds to the minimum
acceptable length of said sea creature selected from a

group consisting of ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh.
2. The device according to claim 1, Wherein said elon
gated body is shaped as a ?sh and said at least one extension
are shaped as ?ns extending from the ?sh.

3. The device according to claim 1, Wherein a plurality of
protrusions extend from said elongated body and a distance
exists betWeen each of said plurality of protrusions that
corresponds to the acceptable minimum length of a plurality
of different species of crustaceans.
4. The device according to claim 1, further including at
least one aperture formed in said elongated body, Wherein
said at least one aperture is siZed to correspond to the

10

said at least one aperture is siZed to correspond to the
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minimum acceptable girth of at least one species of shell?sh.
5. The device according to claim 4, Wherein a plurality of
apertures are formed in said elongated body, Wherein each of
said apertures corresponds in siZe to the minimum accept
able girth of a species of shell?sh.
6. The device according to claim 3, Wherein one of said
protrusions terminates With a hooked structure that is
adapted to engage the collar of a lobster’s shell.
7. The device according to claim 1, Wherein a distance
exists betWeen said tWo ends that corresponds to the mini

has an upper ?n and a loWer ?n that are a predetermined

sponds to the minimum siZe of a sea creature selected from

a group consisting of ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh.

15. An improved measuring device, comprising:
a rigid element having a reference point and a plurality of
25

point and said markings corresponds to the legal mini
mum length for a different species of ?sh;

a plurality of protrusions extending from said rigid
element, Wherein distances betWeen said reference
point and said protrusions correspond to a legal mini
mum siZe of sea creatures selected from the group

a planar element shaped as a ?sh, having a head, a tail ?n,

consisting of ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh; and

a top ?n and a bottom ?n, Wherein a ?rst space exists

?n and said bottom ?n that corresponds to minimum

acceptable length of a second species of crustacean;
and
at least one marking disposed on said planar element
betWeen said head and said tail ?n, Wherein a ?rst
distance exists betWeen said at least one marking and

markings different distances from said reference point,
Wherein each of the distances betWeen said reference

comprising:

crustacean and a second space exists betWeen said tail

minimum acceptable girth of at least one species of shell?sh.
13. The device according to claim 9, Wherein a plurality
of apertures are formed in said planar element, Wherein each
of said apertures corresponds in siZe to the minimum accept
able girth of a species of shell?sh.
14. The device according to claim 9, Wherein said tail ?n
distance apart, Wherein said predetermined distance corre

mum legal length of a species of ?sh.
8. The device according to claim 1, Wherein said at least
one marking is con?gured as a plurality of markings,
Wherein each of said markings is indicative of the minimum
legal length of a different species of ?sh.
9. A device for measuring ?sh, crustaceans and shell?sh,

betWeen said tail ?n and said top ?n that corresponds to
the minimum acceptable length of a ?rst species of

said tail ?n that corresponds to the legal minimum
length of at least one species of ?sh.
10. The device according to claim 9, Wherein said at least
one marking is con?gured as a plurality of markings,
Wherein each of said markings is indicative of the minimum
legal length of a different species of ?sh.
11. The device according to claim 1, Wherein a distance
exists betWeen said head and said tail ?n that corresponds to
the minimum legal length of a species of ?sh.
12. The device according to claim 9, further including at
least one aperture formed in said planar element, Wherein
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at least one aperture formed in said rigid element, Wherein
said at least one aperture is siZed to correspond to a

minimum acceptable girth of at least one species of
shell?sh.
16. The device according to claim 15, Wherein a plurality
of apertures are disposed in said planar element, Wherein
each of said apertures corresponds in siZe to the minimum
acceptable girth of a species of shell?sh.

