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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR STORING
AND DISPLAYING HATS

the hats are easily vieWed and are Well supported. A need
also exists for such a device, Wherein the device does not
require use of Wall space or closet space When holding the
plurality of hats. These needs are met by the present inven
tion as described and claimed beloW.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

In general, the present invention relates to display devices
for displaying and storing hats When the hats are not being
Worn. More particularly, the present invention relates to
suspended display devices that are used to suspend objects
on Wires, strings or other ?exible cords.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is an apparatus for holding and

displaying a plurality of hats or other objects, by suspending
10

2. Description of the Prior Art

Hats, especially baseball cap style hats, are becoming
increasingly popular. As such, it is not uncommon for a

end that is joined to the mounting plate and a second end that

person to oWn several such hats as part of their Wardrobe.

Baseball cap style hats have semirigid brims that should not

15

Without damage, the hats must be neatly stored.

clip or hook that is capable of selectively engaging a hat or

Commonly, an oWner of numerous baseball cap style hats
20

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
25

inconvenience, the degree of the problem increases With the
rather large inconvenience to ?nd the one hat being sought.

Recognizing the disadvantages of stacking hats on top of
one another, numerous different display devices have been
created in the prior art for displaying hats in a more
convenient manner. Some of the prior art devices are
designed to hold numerous hats on a Wall display. As such,
these prior art devices are primarily intended to be used in
retails stores, Where hats are on display for sale. Such prior
art devices are exempli?ed by US. Pat. No. 5,240,123 to

Hawk, entitled Baseball Cap Holder, and US. Pat. No.
5,762,206 to Leichter, entitled Cap Rack.

For a better understanding of the present invention, ref
erence is made to the folloWing description of exemplary
embodiments thereof, considered in conjunction With the

accompanying draWings, in Which:
30

Similarly, if a store has an inventory of doZens of different
hats, the store does not Want its customers shuffling through
all the hats in order to ?nd the particular type or siZe that
customer Wants.

other object. By attaching hats to each of the ?exible cords,
the hats hang suspended from the mounting plate in a
con?guration that is easily vieWed, space ef?cient and not
harmful to the hats.

number of hats being stored. If a person oWns many different
hats that are stored in numerous different stacks, it can be a

hangs free.
An attachment mechanism is coupled to the second end of
each of the ?exible cords. The attachment mechanism is a

be folded or crushed. Accordingly, in order to store such hats

Will fold each hat neatly and Will place the hats on top of one
another. In this manner, the hats require a minimum of space
and the rims of each of the hats is protected. Aproblem With
such a storage technique is that only the hat at the top of the
stack is visible. Accordingly, if a person is looking for one
speci?c hat, the stack must be shuffled until the desired hat
is found.
Although the shuffling of hats may seem like a minor

those objects from ?exible cords. The apparatus includes a
mounting plate that can be mounted to the ceiling or an
elevated point on a Wall. Aplurality of ?exible cords extend
from the mounting plate. Each of the ?exible cords has a ?rst

FIG. 1 is a front vieW of an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention device shoWn in conjunction With numer
ous hats and a segment of a ceiling; and
FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of an alternate embodiment

of the present invention device having ?exible cords of
35

different lengths.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Although the present invention device can be used to store
40

and display numerous different objects, such as scarfs, ties,
T-shirts and the like, the present invention device is espe
cially Well suited for use in storing and displaying baseball

cap style hats. Consequently, by Way of example, the present
invention Will be described in an application Where it is used
45

Yet other prior art designs are intended to hold numerous

to support and display a plurality of baseball cap style hats.
Referring to FIG. 1, an embodiment of a hat display
assembly 10 is shoWn in accordance With the present inven
tion. The hat display assembly 10 has a mounting plate 12.
The mounting plate 12 has a ?at top surface 14. Accordingly,
the ?at top surface 14 of the mounting plate 12 can be placed

hats on a clothes rack in a closet. Such prior art devices are

exempli?ed by US. Pat. No. 5,265,737 to Freeby, entitled
Portable SWivel Visor Cap Rack and US. Pat. No. 5,638,002

to Rayside, entitled Cap And Visor OrganiZer.
Although Wall displays for hats and closet displays for

?ush against a ?at ceiling surface or a ?at Wall surface. The
mounting plate 12 can be attached to a ceiling or a Wall With

hats enable a person to see all of the hats in a collection, such

displays do require a signi?cant amount of Wall space or
adhesive. HoWever, in the preferred embodiment, the
closet space to use. Accordingly, such prior art devices are
mounting plate 12 is af?xed to either a ceiling or a Wall With
used primarily by stores and are not practical for use in the 55 mounting screWs or similar mechanical fasteners 16, such as
bedroom of an individual, Where both Wall space and closet
dryWall anchor bolts or the like.
space are limited.

The bottom surface 18 of the mounting plate 12 is also
?at. A plurality of mounting ?xtures 20 extend outWardly
from the bottom surface 18 of the mounting plate 12. The

US. Pat. No. 5,553,719 to Campbell, entitled Flexible
Hat Storage Device, shoWs a hat storage device that stores
hats in a space ef?cient manner. In the Campbell patent, a

60

mesh bag is shoWn, Wherein the hats are stored randomly in
the mesh bag. The mesh bags alloW for all the hats to be

mounting plate 12. HoWever, in the shoWn embodiment, the

vieWed in a space ef?cient manner. HoWever, vieWing the
hats is difficult and the hats can readily become deformed

due to lack of support Within the bag.
Aneed therefore exists in the art for a device for display
ing a plurality of hats in a space ef?cient manner, Wherein

mounting ?xtures 20 can be arranged in any pattern on the

65

mounting ?xtures 20 are arranged in parallel roWs. Each
mounting ?xture 20 is a piece of hardWare capable of
engaging a Wire, string or other ?exible cord. In the shoWn
embodiment, the mounting ?xtures 20 are eye bolts.
HoWever, many other alternate embodiments can also be
used.

6,161,703
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A ?exible cord 22 extends from each of the mounting
?xtures 20. The ?exible cord 22 can be a Wire, string, chain

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for holding and displaying a plurality of

hats, comprising:

or any other ?exible element. Each ?exible cord 22 has tWo
ends. The ?rst end of each ?exible cord 22 is af?xed to the

a mounting plate having a ?at top surface and a ?at

mounting ?xture 20 on the mounting plate 12. The second

bottom surface;

end of the ?exible cord 22 terminates With an attachment

a plurality of mounting ?xtures coupled to said bottom

mechanism 24. The length of the cord 22 betWeen its tWo
ends is preferably betWeen one foot and four feet. HoWever,
lengths longer than four feet can also be used.

being arranged in a plurality of parallel roWs on said
bottom surface of said mounting plate, Wherein each of

surface of said mounting plate, said mounting ?xtures
10

The attachment mechanism 24 at the far end of each of the
?exible cords 22 can be any mechanism capable of engaging
a hat. Accordingly, the attachment mechanisms 24 can be
hooks, Velcro straps or the like. In the shoWn embodiment,
the attachment mechanism 24 is a clip that can be selectively

a plurality of ?exible cords extending from said mounting
?xtures, Wherein said cords have ?rst ends that are
15

opened or closed With manual manipulation.

To utiliZe the assembly 10, the mounting plate 12 is
attached to either the ceiling or the Wall in a person’s room.
Hats are then attached to the attachment mechanisms 24 at

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said
?exible cords on each of said parallel roWs has a common
25

length that differs from said ?exible cords on other of said
parallel roWs.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein each of

deforming force that can crush or otherWise deform the hat.

said ?exible cords has a length of betWeen one foot and four
feet.

Referring to FIG. 2, an alternate embodiment of the

present invention assembly 30 is shoWn. Common reference
numbers are used in reference parts that are the same as the

original embodiment of FIG. 1. In the embodiment of FIG.
2, three roWs of ?exible cords 22 are shoWn extending from
mounting ?xtures 20 on a common mounting plate 12. Each
of the roWs of ?exible cords 22 terminates at a different

length. Accordingly, When hats are attached to the attach
ment mechanisms 24 at the end of each of the ?exible cords

joined to said mounting ?xtures and free hanging
second ends; and
clips coupled to said second end of each of said ?exible
cords, Wherein each of said clips is capable of selec
tively engaging one of the plurality of hats.
2. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said
?exible cords each have the same length.

the ends of each of the ?exible cords 22. The hats then hang
freely from the bottom of the ?exible cords 22. As such, all
the hats hanging on the assembly 10 are therefore readily

visible. Additionally, since the hats hang freely from the
?exible cords 22, the hats do not experience any signi?cant

said parallel roWs contains multiple mounting ?xtures

positioned thereon;

35

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, further including a
means for attaching said mounting plate to a ceiling.
6. A method of displaying a plurality of hats, comprising
the steps of:
attaching a mounting plate to a ceiling;
suspending a plurality of ?exible cords from said mount
ing plate, Wherein said plurality of ?exible cords are
arranged in a plurality of parallel roWs on said mount

22, the hats Will hang in a tiered con?guration. The hats

ing plate; and

therefore Will hang at three different levels, thereby enabling

connecting each of the hats to said plurality of ?exible

the hat to be better vieWed.

cords, Wherein the hats hang suspended from said
mounting plate by said plurality of ?exible cords

In the embodiments of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the mounting
plate 12 Was a linear structure. Such a con?guration is

Wherein said step of connecting each of the hats to said

merely exemplary and it should be understood that the

plurality of cords includes the substeps of connecting

mounting plate can be circular, square or have any other
con?guration. It Will also be understood that a person skilled
in the art could make alternate embodiments of the present

?exible cords and selectively connecting each of said

invention using functionally equivalent components that
have not been speci?cally described. For example, the
number and length of the various ?exible cords can be
altered as desired. All such obvious modi?cations are
intended to be included in the scope of this disclosure as

de?ned by the appended claims.

an attachment mechanism to each of said plurality of
45

attachment mechanisms to a hat.

7. The method according to claim 6, Wherein said step of
suspending a plurality of ?exible cords from said mounting
plate includes suspending a plurality of ?exible cords of
differing lengths on each of said parallel roWs.
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